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Independent research is an important skill to develop throughout A level History. Please 
complete the grid above with any additional reading/ research you carry out over the 
summer around the topic of Stuart Britain. 

 

Baseline Assessment  

During the week beginning 27/9/21, an assessment will be undertaken to consider 
suitability for the course. The assessment will comprise of:  

• A review of summer work  
• Assessment of a preliminary task that you will carry out in the first 2 weeks. 

 

RESEARCH LINKS 
 

BOOKS/MAGAZINES  
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/stuart-britain-what-was-life-like-
for-ordinary-people/ 
 
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/history-explorer-the-gunpowder-
plot/ 

 
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/bible-the-story-of-the-king-james-

version-1611-2011-begat-the-king-james-bible-and-the-english-language/ 
 
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/the-making-of-the-king-james-bible/ 
 

WEBSITES/PODCASTS  
http://stuarts-online.com/resources/films/hamlet-and-the-jacobean-succession/ 
 
http://stuarts-online.com/resources/films/the-royal-entry-of-james-i/ 
 
http://stuarts-online.com/resources/films/james-is-first-speech-to-parliament/ 
 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0080xph#in=collection:p01hcx7p 
 
http://freevideolectures.com/Course/2871/Early-Modern-England/2 
 

TV/YOUTUBE/ 
DOCUMENTARIES 

 
 
 

SOCIAL MEDIA  
 
 

https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/stuart-britain-what-was-life-like-for-ordinary-people/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/stuart-britain-what-was-life-like-for-ordinary-people/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/history-explorer-the-gunpowder-plot/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/history-explorer-the-gunpowder-plot/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/bible-the-story-of-the-king-james-version-1611-2011-begat-the-king-james-bible-and-the-english-language/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/bible-the-story-of-the-king-james-version-1611-2011-begat-the-king-james-bible-and-the-english-language/
https://www.historyextra.com/period/stuart/the-making-of-the-king-james-bible/
http://stuarts-online.com/resources/films/hamlet-and-the-jacobean-succession/
http://stuarts-online.com/resources/films/the-royal-entry-of-james-i/
http://stuarts-online.com/resources/films/james-is-first-speech-to-parliament/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0080xph#in=collection:p01hcx7p
http://freevideolectures.com/Course/2871/Early-Modern-England/2


  
   
 

 

 
 
 

Task 1: Watch Elizabeth’s Ghost: The afterlife of the Queen in the Stuart Era by 
Professor Carole Levin. 

 
This can be found by searching the title above online, or use the link below 

Watch up until 25minutes (you do not need to watch after 25 minutes) 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/elizabeths-ghost-the-afterlife-of-the-queen-in-the-stuart-era 

Complete the tasks below. 

This university lecture explores the lasting impact of Queen Elizabeth on the Stuart 
Era.  
 

 
 

Tasks 

1) The first 8 minutes discusses how Elizabeth was perceived in the final years of her reign, 
and the legacy that is carried into Stuart Britain. Create a mind map or notes on these 
perceptions. 

2) The Monarch who took the English throne following Elizabeth was James, this is where the 
A level course begins. Why would the fact he was male and had male heirs be popular? 
What challenges may there be with James being also the Scottish King?  

3) Why do you think this lecturer makes the point that Elizabeth’s ‘ghost’ was always looking 
over James? What does this suggest about public feeling of the dead Queen? 

4) What themes from Elizabeth’s reign do you think will become a challenge for James? 
5) Why do you think this constant reminder of Elizabeth would make James’ early years 

difficult for him? 
6) Why do you think James placed Reynolds (Created pro Elizabeth pamphlets during James’ 

reign) in prison? 
 

EXTENSION: Do you believe the ghost of Elizabeth would shape the personality of King James? 
Explain. 

https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/elizabeths-ghost-the-afterlife-of-the-queen-in-the-stuart-era


  
   
 
 

 

 

 

 

Task 2:  Create a profile for King James I  

Use the internet or wider reading to research and complete a profile of James I. Include 
major key dates throughout his reign, including events and personality traits.  

Wider reading suggestions are on the next page, however there is a multitude of 
resources available online. Log any resources you use on the table at the beginning of 
this pack. 

You can set out this work as you wish, some suggestions are: 

A leaflet 

A Facebook/ Instagram profile  

 

You should include as a minimum (this is not an exhaustive list): 

Date of birth 

Family members 

Connection to the English throne 

Religion 

Personality traits 

James’ accent/ Challenges of being Scottish in England 

Key events such as Gunpowder Plot 

Images of James 

Financial challenges 

Involvement in war 

 

This profile and your notes from task one should be brought with you to your first 
History lesson in September.  

 

If you need any support with these tasks, please email any one of the Stuart Britain 
history teachers. 

 

SBeeston@sbsj.co.uk 

VBeswick@sbsj.co.uk  

JHumphreys@sbsj.co.uk 

mailto:SBeeston@sbsj.co.uk
mailto:VBeswick@sbsj.co.uk
mailto:JHumphreys@sbsj.co.uk
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