
 Timeline of the application process: from application to arrival 
Applying for University can be a confusing process as there are lots of deadlines at different times and it can be difficult to keep track of everything you need to do. This guide below is designed to provide a clear outline of the application process and highlight what you need to be doing at each stage.

	 Start to think about university - February to June You will start thinking about where you want to apply and what to study around the February of year 12 (if you have not already been thinking about it). This is the time when UCAS exhibitions talk place which is a good chance to find out which Universities offer the subjects they are interested in. 



	 Decide what and where you want to apply - June to September Once you have narrowed down the list of possible universities many of you will start to conduct some research online and decide to attend open days, both virtual and physical, to get a feel for the different institutions you are interested in and find out more about the courses and experiences on offer. 



	 Submit your Application - September to January With the choices narrowed down to your final five you will start to submit your applications through UCAS from late September. Write your personal statement and complete your UCAS application, your Form Tutor will help you with both. 
15th October: Deadline for applications to the universities of Oxford and Cambridge, and for most courses in medicine, dentistry, and veterinary medicine/science
There may be an additional test you must sit, for example: UCAT (University Clinical Aptitude Test), LNAT (National Admissions Test for Law), TSA (Thinking Skills Assessment), etc…
When to Plan
· Spring of Year 12: Research course requirements.
· Summer (Year 12 → 13): Register for UCAT or LNAT if needed.
· Autumn of Year 13: Sit Oxbridge/subject tests.
· June of Year 13: STEP exams (if relevant).
14th January: Equal consideration date for applications for most undergraduate courses and most conservatoire undergraduate dance, drama, or musical theatre courses.





	 Receive your offers - October to February Depending on when you apply you will start to receive offers from early October. Some of you will receive your offer quite quickly but it can take longer during busy periods. Offers notification are sent directly through UCAS and you will receive information from the University including information about offer-holder days and how to book your place. 
Universities or colleges will decide whether to make you an offer. It’ll be:
· unconditional – if they’ve already met the entry requirements
· conditional – if the offer’s based on exam results 
26th February: Extra opens If your child has used all five choices and is not holding an offer, they can add another choice using Extra.




	 Sit your Exams - May to June 
Apply for Finance - March to August Once your exams are out of the way it is time to start looking at applying for Student Finance and finalise accommodation. 
2nd July: Clearing opens Vacancies are shown in the UCAS search tool.




